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Full Council Meeting Minutes 	Monday 13th July 2026, 7.30pm start 
	 
MINUTES 
	Whittle-le-Woods Village Hall, Whittle-le-Woods 

	Attendance 
	Cllr Steve Fogarty                       

	 
	Cllr Chris Briscoe                   

	 
	Cllr Wendy McDonald               	   

	 
	Cllr Jamie Halliwell                

	 
	Cllr Colin Evans 	              

	 
	Cllr Peter Auwerx 	Clerking: N Griffiths 

	Meeting opened at 7.37pm
	



1. Apologies – Cllr William Yates
2. Declarations of interest and dispensation – None
3. Minutes of previous Council meetings – June Minutes signed off. Clerk will upload the minutes onto the website.
4. Statutory Business 
4.1 Planning - Consider planning report, approve responses and ratify responses made between meetings or to meet deadlines. 

26/00210/PIP – Application for permission in principle for the construction of up to three dwellings.
Location: Land to the rear of Sibberings Farmhouse, Dawson Lane, Whittle le Woods Chorley, PR6 7DT 
Planning inspectorate Appeal Ref: 6010419
Planning Application: 26/00210/PIP
Comment – Clerk explained to the Cllrs she confirmed that the enforcement team had been in touch and clarified that the build was all above board to go ahead. Cllrs agreed to add no comment.







26/00544/FUL– Proposal: Section 73 application to vary condition no.3 (approved plans) of planning application Ref: 25/00094/FULHH (First floor side extension above existing garage conversion of existing double garage, to habitable accommodation and 2no. First floor rear extensions) to reduce the scale of the approved rear extension, and removal of condition no.4 (balcony screening) following removal of balcony adjacent to 102 Preston Road from the proposed plans.
Location: 100 Preston Road, Whittle le Woods, Chorley, PR6 7HE
Comment: Neighbours to be notified and material used need to be in keeping with the surrounding area.

26/00573/FULHH– Proposal: Erection of glass canopy
Location: Brown Hill Farm, Copthurst Lane, Whittle le Woods, Chorley, PR6 8LR
Comment: Neighbours to be notified and material used need to be in keeping with the surrounding area.

26/00583/FULHH – Proposal: Single storey rear extension and partial garage extension
Location: 11 Tuson Lane, Whittle le Woods, Chorley, PR6 7FZ
Comment: Neighbours to be notified and materials to be used to match surrounding area.

26/00494/FULHH – Proposal: First floor extension 
Location: 3 The Ridings, Whittle le Woods, Chorley, PR6 7QH
Comment: Neighbours to be notified and materials to be used to match surrounding area.

26/00586/NOT – Proposal: Notice of intention to remove existing 17.50m monopole supporting 3 no antennas and installation of replacement 20m monopole supporting 9 no antennas, removal of 5no cabinets and installation of 4no new cabinet and ancillary works thereto for the purposes of electronic broadband communication apparatus.
Location: Vodafone Three Telecommunications Mast Site 55715 Preston Road
Comment: No Comment

5. Financial items 
5.1 Consider and approve expenditures in the circulated report, and any after the agenda, submitted to the meeting  
Resolved: Cllrs Approved all payments 




5.2      Unity Bank Update
Update: Clerk confirmed she is on the bank along with Cllr Fogarty. Still awaiting for cheque books and paying in books.

5.3     Bank Reconcile Sign off
Update: April, May and June Bank Reconcile all signed off by the Chair. The clerk now has full access to the bank.

5.4     Grants
Update – Grant application received from St Chad’s school asking for money towards new iPads, Cllrs agreed we are not able to support this at this time. Clerk will inform St Chad’s of the Council’s Decision.
Update – Grant request received from Christmas Adventure. Further consideration needed. Grant to be discussed again at the August Parish meeting.
Update: Grant request received from Beehive Mums and Toddlers Group last month. All Cllrs agreed to pay £100 to the group, clerk confirmed she had transferred £100 but the group will still require further funding of £100, as discussed at the outset. Cllr Briscoe brought to the councillor’s attention that there is a Small Community Grant available from Chorley Council to support Community groups. The clerk will make contact with the owner of the Beehive Mums and Toddler Group and tell them about the grant they can apply for from Chorley Council. This grant will be discussed further at the next parish meeting in August.

5.5     Approval of Internal Auditor for the Audit
Resolved: Cllr McDonald proposed that Sue Edwards is our accredited internal auditor for Whittle le Woods Parish and Cllr Halliwell Seconded it.

6.        Clerks Update
6.1      Licence progress update for the land for youth/community shelter
Update: Cllr Briscoe explained to all Cllrs he had sent an email to Cllr Green at Chorley Council on the 1st July 2026 asking for support so that Whittle le Woods Parish Council can progress with the Community Shelter, but Cllr Briscoe had not received a response.
Cllr Briscoe repeated to all Cllrs that we have full support from the police and received the grant to provide the lighting. The younger community are desperate to have somewhere they can go to shelter in and around Whittle le Woods.
Cllr Briscoe asked the clerk to go back to Michael Davies with regards to the consultation meeting that Chorley Council was having regarding the project and ask him what was the outcome of the meeting. The Clerk will action this and try to get some information regarding the outcome of the consultation meeting.
Cllrs also asked the Clerk to find out who is in charge at Lancashire County Council to help progress this also. The Cllrs also asked the clerk to ask the Mayor of Chorley for support.
Chair asked can we not apply for full Planning permission. Cllr Briscoe said it has already been granted, and confirmed that Lancashire County Council own the land.

6.2     Defibrillators updated for July – are all checks up to date?
Resolved – Cllrs confirmed all checks are up to date.

6.3     Moss Lane Area for a Defibrillator Update
Update – Chair confirmed he had spoken to the garage but the defibrillator would have to be outside. The Clerk confirmed she had spoken to the supplier for a purchase of a defib and it would need electricity to it. This is because it keeps the cabinet warm and keeps the battery life going for longer. Cllr McDonald said I think we need to reconsider the location of a new one, where we can have an electricity supply. Cllr Evans said can we not have one in the village hall. Cllr Briscoe explained we already have one at Hillside Crescent and Waterhouse Green so the proximity would be too close to have another defibrillator at the Village Hall.
Clerk mentioned the Sea View pub. Cllrs are going to review locations where it would be best to have one.

6.4    Risk Assessment
Update – Clerk produced an up-to-date Risk Assessment for Whittle Le Woods Parish. 

6.5     New Councillor request
Update – Clerk explained to Cllrs that we had received a new application from a resident to Join the Parish council. Cllrs asked the clerk to invite the applicant to the August Parish Meeting.

7. Project Updates from Councillors
Update – Cllr Auwerx asked if the meeting dates were available to view on the Website. The Clerk explained the agenda for the following meeting is always available online for residents to view, the Clerk will list all the dates for the meeting on the website also so it is visible for all to see. 
Cllr Briscoe asked if the Hanging baskets have been watered around Whittle le Woods. Clerk confirmed the hanging baskets are being watered by Chorley Council. Cllr Briscoe also commented how lovely Waterhouse Green Island is looking. Cllr Briscoe asked if Matthew Brown will tidy up near Spring crescent Bench, Cllr Briscoe said he will meet up with Matthew and discuss what needs doing. The Clerk also mentioned that the notice board near St Johns’s Church has got a lot of branches that have overgrown near it. The Clerk will contact Matthew and ask him to cut back the branches and also ask Matthew to Contact Cllr Briscoe to arrange to meet up and discuss the works near Spring Crescent Bench.
Cllr McDonald Asked what was the progress on the plaque for David Hull. Cllr Briscoe explained it is ready to order, Cllr Briscoe confirmed he has a few other plaques to order also. So as soon as he gets his order together, he will get this sorted.
Cllr McDonald asked what has happened with the hanging baskets for businesses around Whittle le Woods. The Clerk explained the hanging baskets have not been ordered this year due to not having access to the bank for three months, this meant we had no means of paying for them. We will look at this next year.
Cllr McDonald asked if we can arrange a tidy up day around Whittle le Woods for Saturday 22nd August 2026 and order a skip. Clerk confirmed she would get in touch with Officer Bernie Heggarty to order a skip and get it delivered to the polo. Cllr Briscoe said that Bernie Hegarty refused to order a skip to the polo for the last tidy up day, if this is a problem the Clerk will order the skip to the Roebuck Pub. Cllr McDonald Proposed the Tidy up day and Cllr Evans Seconded it.
Cllr McDonald also asked can we arrange a youth event for the Whittle residents. Cllr McDonald said there is money in the budget for this. Cllr McDonald will contact the company that supplies the climbing wall, trampoline etc and will get a quote. Cllr McDonald did say we have to pay a licence fee to Chorley Council to use the Polo for this event. The Clerk will arrange the licence. Cllr McDonald proposed to have the event on Saturday 29th August and Cllr Briscoe Seconded it. Cllr McDonald will send all the information over to the Clerk. Chair confirmed there are funds in budget for this event.
Cllr Halliwell spoke about the Chorley flower show and said we should enter it next year if it’s too late this year and show Waterhouse Green Island.
The Chair brought it to the Councillor’s attention that other parish councils within the area don’t have a monthly parish meeting in August and December. All councillors voted we continue to have one a month because there are always things to discuss and proceed with.
Cllr Evans Asked Clerk to change the voice message on the mobile phone. It still has the locum Clerk’s voice on it. The Clerk will change with immediate effect.

8.     Any Other Business:
8.1    Whittle Le Woods Primary School
Update: Cllr Evans had not heard back from Lancashire County Council regarding his proposal for a white line to be painted on the footway outside the school to help keep children safe from traffic. Cllr Evans had recently found out that LCC only respond to County Councillors in 10 days. Other Councillors are responded to in 22 days, instead of 10 days. Cllr Evans wanted this resolved and agreed ahead of the school holidays so this could be actioned and sorted, ready for when the children go back to school after the school holidays, but this is now not going to happen.

8.2    Road Safety 
Update: Cllr Evans has asked for double yellow lines, off Chorley Old Road, Birchin Lane and Hill Top Lane, Hillside Crescent and Union Street near the Village Hall. Cllr Evans is confirmed that Highways will not do anything until there is an accident. Cllr Evans is concerned how grid locked Chorley Old Road gets. 
Cllr McDonald said we will just have to wait until something does happen and they do something to prevent it. Cllr McDonald told the Cllrs that a child had been hit by the wing mirror of a car while riding their bike.
Cllr Evans asked the Clerk to put both points 8.1 and 8.2 under one tittle in Section 7, (Project Updates) in future meetings. named Road Safety. This is a project that Cllr Evans will continue to drive and support within the community of Whittle le Woods.
Cllr Evans expressed that he is not happy that the response time for a response from LCC is 22 days and not 10 anymore. Cllr Evans will continue to liaise with Highways and the Police to ensure safety is priority in and around Whittle Le Woods Parish.

8.3    Meet the Councillors 
Update: Cllr Holmes did not attend the Parish meeting so no update provided. The Clerk will put on the agenda for the full Parish meeting in August.

8.4    Rubbish around Whittle Le Woods
Update: The clerk explained to the Cllrs that she had received an email from Chorley Borough Councillor Cllr Green regarding the bags of rubbish in Whittle. The Clerk Explained to the Cllrs she had explained to Cllr Green that they were bags left by the Lengths man for Chorley Borough Council to collect. Once the rubbish bags have been collected on collection day the Lengths man will collect more as the week goes on ready to be collected the following week. The Clerk explained that the lengths man splits his hours over the week.
The Cllrs asked the Clerk to contact Chorley Council and ask if they can provide us with labelled Chorley Council Bin Bags so residents know that the rubbish has not been fly tipped.

9.      Matters of Information
Comment – None to report 
10.    Exclusion of Press
It is proposed that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the press and public are excluded from the forthcoming items of business – pursuant to section 1 (2) of the public bodies (Admission to Meetings)Act 1960 and defined in Paragraph1, Part 1 of Schedule 12A to local Government Act 1972.

10.1       HM Courts Claim update
Update: Ongoing with the HM Claims Court

Chair ended meeting at 8:50pm
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